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Dear  

DIOCESE OF GREEN BAY 

P.O. Box 23825 • Green Bay, WI 54305-3825 • 920-272-8194 • FAX 920-435-1330 

Thank you for your recent letter sharing your concerns relative to the COVID 19 Pandemic and the 
current pause in the celebration of Mass as a community gathering. I, too, very much, miss the sharing 
of the Mass and Holy Eucharist among our parishioners. 

It is important for you to know that I am in continuous consultation with numerous people throughout 
the Diocese and the state of Wisconsin discerning the very best ways to get us back to public 
celebration of the Mass. My decision to pause public participation in the Mass did not come easy. As 
your Bishop, it is my duty to lead the people of the Diocese of Green Bay in faith. As a citizen of this 
great country, it is also my duty to obey the just laws our civil authorities enact for the common good 
of all fellow citizens; while also respecting the dignity of human life. As difficult a decision as this 
was, I believe it was the right thing to do. 

Over the past weeks, we, as a Diocese, have worked very hard to bring the Mass to the people through 
live, internet streaming, radio and television broadcasting. It has been a joy for me to celebrate the 
Mass each week and share that with all of you via a television broadcast offered at 10:30 a.m. each 
Sunday morning by the WFRV Channel 5 Network. Of course, this does not replace the gathering of 
community at the Mass; ultimately necessary for the reception of the Sacraments. However, it does 
provide an alternate way to feed and nurture our spiritual health. 

You can find current, updated COVID 19 information that includes a variety of resources to feed your 
faith during this difficult time. I encourage you to visit this information often as it is continually 
updated as things develop and progress. You can find this information at: 
https://www.gbdioc.org/front-page/covidl9response#mass. I hope you find this worthy and useful. 

I have also enclosed two documents; Jesus is With You, which shares the Spiritual Communion prayer 
and the Coronavirus Deliverance Prayer. May your deep faith empower you with trust in Him, as you 
find Jesus Christ present among you and your family in your home. 

Thank you for your love of faith and fidelity to the Church. As we make our way through this 
challenging time, may you be edified with peace and joy in this Easter Season as we remember the 
power and salvation of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Do notfear,for I am with you! Isaiah 41:10 

 be blessed with good health and a content heart that rests in Jesus, as I 
remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend David L. Rieken, DD, JCL 
Bishop of Green Bay 
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